
Volume XXXIII/Issue VIII April 8, 2019

The Catholic Chronicle
The Charlotte Catholic High School Newspaper 

Photo Credit:Google Images

Band Marches Through Ireland 
EMMA REILLY 
Staff Reporter

   Recently the Charlotte 
Catholic High School marching 
band traveled to Limerick and 
Dublin, Ireland, performing 
at the Saint Patrick’s Day 
parade. The band was crowned 
overall winner of the 49th 
Limerick International Band 
Championship 2019 in Limerick 
on March 18th and the Best 
Overall Band at the St. Patrick’s 
Day parade in Dublin on March 
17th.
  This year was the fifth 
appearance that the band has 
represented Charlotte Catholic in 
the St. Patrick’s Day parade. The 
band takes this trip every four 
years.
  In Limerick, the Charlotte 
Catholic band competed with 
other international bands in the 
45th International Marching 
Band Championship where they 
placed first out of of twenty-four 

bands with 1,110 musicians. 
  “It’s so thrilling to me,” said 
band director Timothy Cook. “It 
means a lot to me professionally, 
but really, I didn’t do much. The 
kids were so incredible. They 
wanted to succeed so badly and 
they did.” The students worked 
hard in preparation for this great 
opportunity.
  Patrick McGinty, director 
of percussion studies, said.“It 
almost felt like it was secondary, 
because I felt like the kids felt 
really good after t

he performance,” McGinty 
added, “The awards were good 
recognition to show the students 
that they have been working 
hard and they do deserve it.” 
The students were incredibly 
proud of their awards, and 
although they wished they had 
won Best Youth Band, they were 
happy with their results.
  To prepare for the trip the band 
director Timothy Cook pulled 
inspiration from Northeastern, 
Southern and the Midwest music 
to promote a good representation 

of American culture. 
  Some songs the band 
performed included songs such 
as Neil Diamond’s “Sweet 
Caroline,” as well as “The 
Thunderer” march by John 
Philip Sousa. In selecting these 
songs, they shared the 
experience of the American
music and culture with the Irish 
people and the rest of the other 
countries performing in the 
parades.
  Including experiencing and 
sharing the American culture 
in the parades, students had 
the opportunity to vist famous 
landmarks in Ireland. Students 
and teachers visited the Cliffs of 
Moher, Clonmacnoise, kissing 
the Blarney Stone, and shopping 
in downtown Dublin. Elizabeth 
Branch, a junior, said “It was 
really cool to see the history and 
I would go again.” 

Catholic Mad for March Madness
RYAN NOFSINGER  
Staff Reporters

  As junior Kevin Kullick said, 
“March Madness is the most 
exciting time of the school year.” 
March Madness, another name for 
the NCAA Basketball Tournament, 
lasts from mid-March to about mid-
April. 
  Most students participate in the 
tournament festivities in many 
different ways. Many students 
create brackets, their idea of how 
the tournament will play out, and 
some even use their brackets to 
compete with other students for 
money. 
  One student, Thomas Tyson, who 
made one of the largest bracket 
pools in the junior class, said, 
“I was bored one night and had 
gotten invited to be in a bracket 
pool. I started thinking about how 
it would be fun to make one of my 
own pools, and since I had never 
done one before, so I started one.” 
Selection Sunday, the day the 

NCAA Tournament bracket is 
released, is the first day people are 
able to start making their bracket 
and forming groups for competition. 
Selection Sunday is the Sunday 
the week before the start of the 
tournament. 
  Ian Heyer, creator of the other 
main bracket pool for the junior 
class, said that he made the 
bracket pool the Sunday before the 
tournament started.     
   Most people begin to make their 
brackets on Selection 

\

Sunday, but may not finish until 
the tournament starts: the Thursday 
after Selection Sunday.
   So far, the games in the 
tournament have not been upset-
heavy, which seems to cause 
dismay during the early rounds but 
leads to fantastic games during the 
later rounds. This is because when 
there are few upsets it leaves the 
more talented teams in the later 
rounds creating more competition.
  Tyson, who loves the tournament 
so far, said, “This tournament has 

been amazing so far. Initially I was 
a bit disappointed by the lack of 
major upsets in the early round, 
especially since I made a lot of 
upset-heavy brackets that turned out 
bad. However, as the tournament 
went on, I was spoiled by the 
abundance of great games. The 
Elite Eight has been the best Elite 
Eight I have ever seen. I cannot 
wait to watch the Final Four.”
  With the Final Four coming up this 
weekend, the one seeded Virginia 
and their great defense will square 
up against the five seeded Auburn’s 
red hot offense. The veteran two 
seeded Michigan State Spartans, 
led by point guard Cassius Winston, 
look to defeat the Texas Tech Red 
Raiders, a team made up of smart, 
resourceful decision makers and 
talented shooters.
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Celebrities Snared in SAT Scandal

JULIA GRZESKIEWICZ
Staff Reporter
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  On March 12, 2019, federal 
authorities announced that 50 
people, including A-list celebrities, 
participated in an enormous scam 
that helped their children get into 
elite universities. Top schools 
such as University of Southern 
California and University of 
California at Berkeley admitted 
students whose SAT scores and 
athletic profiles were complete lies. 
    These crimes were blown 
up in the media because of the 
celebrities who participated in these 
acts. Personalities such as Lori 
Loughlin, Felicity Huffman, and 
Jane Buckingham were revealed 
as paying for illegal assistance for 
their child’s resumes. 
    The man behind the SAT score 
scandals, William Rick Singer, was 
allegedly paid substantial sums of 
money to alter these celebrities’ 
children’s scores with the help of 
SAT administrators.     
   The main way that Singer 
changed the scores was by having 

the administrators erase and change 
the children’s answers after they 
took the test. Parents allegedly paid 
between $15,000 and $75,000 per 
test.
   In addition to the false scores, 
Singer created false athletic 
profiles for some students. He 
accomplished this by either taking 
staged photos of the children or 
using stock images on the Internet 
and photoshopping their faces 
onto them. Students submitted 
these photos, calling themselves 
student athletes, saying that was 
the main reason their high school 
grades were not up to par with 
the exclusive schools’ levels of 
admittance. Parents paid anywhere 
between $200,000 and $6.5 million 
for a variety of services from 
Singer.
   These highly illegal actions 
angered thousands across America, 
including students at CCHS. Junior 
Jocelyn Wong said, “I think that 

people who have money can get
anyone to do anything for them. 
Money gives you all the power. 
For anyone who has an aspiration 
to go to a good school, their spots 
were taken by people who unfairly 
paid their way in.” Many other 
culprits were left unnamed but it 
was revealed that a considerable 
number of parents were caught.
   Another junior, Abby Parks said, 
“I feel like it’s dumb on their part. 
Their children are gonna go to 
school and realize that they are 
there for nothing. It’s definitely a 

bad decision on the parent’s parts. 
They are prevented their kids from 
working for themselves and being 
independent.” 
   Because of the unfair treatment 
and acceptance of these certain 
students, many feel mistreated and 
angry towards the college system 
and the College Board company. 
The meddling with the SAT scores 
and false athletic profiles at first got 
the kids into school, but now the 
parents’ actions are being exposed 
to the world and they have to pay 
the price. 
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Perry’s Passing Saddens Students 
ERIN ARTHUR 
Staff Reporter

  Coy Luther “Luke” Perry III, 
one of the biggest heartthrobs of 
the 90’s, died on March 4th at 
age 52. He is famous for roles 
in “Beverly Hills, 90210” as 
Dylan Mckay, and “Riverdale” 
as Fred Andrews. His fans were 
surprised and saddened. 
   According to his death 
certificate, which was obtained 
by TheWrap, “the star died from 
an ischemic cerebrovascular 
accident, the most common type 
of stroke, which occurs when a 
blood clot blocks a blood vessel 
and prevents blood and oxygen 
from getting to a part of the 
brain.”
   Perry is in the current show, 
“Riverdale.” The cast continues 
on and will remember him. 
People magazine said, “We hope 

[he] will infuse every episode, 
so in my mind, every episode 
for the rest of time on Riverdale 
will have a bit of Luke in it.”
Many students at Charlotte 
Catholic were surprised.   
   Sophomore Ethan Scott said, 
“I was very shocked at his death 
especially at the way that he 
died because he was so young. 
I watched him in Riverdale, and 
am saddened to think they will 
replace his character with an 
actor that will never be able to 
fill his shoes.” 
   Junior Emma Reilly also said, 
“Luke Perry was a great actor 
and I am very sad to see that he 
passed. I loved watching him 
in the original 90210, but also 
loved his character in Riverdale. 
My mom bought me the original 

Archie andrews comic and 
loved to see Riverdale come to 
life. I am very sad for the cast 
because they lost a great actor.”
   Another junior, Arabella 
Pires, said, “I watched him in 
many different TV shows and 
movies growing up and in the 
present day show ‘Riverdale.’ I 
was very sad to hear about his 
death considering he was a great 
actor.”
  Mrs. Margaret Kennedy, 
a junior and senior religion 
teacher said, “I knew of him 
and his death through the 
news. I never watched him 
but his death was huge in the 
media and news.” Even though 
Mrs. Kennedy never saw him 
in movies, her awareness 
illustrates how newsworthy his 

death is.
This reporter can confirm the 
shock within the media as many 
sources filled their news with 
reports of his passing.    
  Daily Mail, Instagram and 
Snapchat etc. also played a role 
in spreading the news as fans, 
cast members, and producers 
paid tributes on March 4th to 
remember the impressive work 
he contributed on screen. 
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Boys Golf Swings Success
TOM TYSON 
Staff Reporter

  The Charlotte Catholic men’s 
golf team has already begun 
their 2019 campaign, and by the 
looks of it, they show no signs 
of slowing down from last years’ 
success.  The team won the 
NCHSAA state championship last 
year, dominating every opponent 
they faced.
  The Cougars have started off 
the season by going undefeated 
in conference play so far.  Two 
juniors, Alex Campbell and Jack 
Heath, commented on the team, 
as well as their expectations 
coming into the year after such a 
successful 2018.
  When Heath, the number one 
player for the Cougars, was asked 
how the team will attempt to 
replicate the success from last 
year, he said, “We need to just 
keep doing what we are doing, 
stay patient, and the results will

a different team filled with new
take care of themselves.”
  Campbell agreed, saying, “We 
can replicate success from last 
year by working hard on and off 
the course.”  They both made a 
point that hard work is what got 
them to where they were at last 
year, and they must continue to 
work hard if they want to get to 
that place again.
  As with every team, the golfers 
will have to go through the 
initial growing pains of having

faces.  Heath was extremely 
optimistic and excited about the 
new atmosphere surrounding the 
team.
  When asked what he felt was the 
biggest difference between this 
year’s and last year’s team, Heath 
said, “The biggest difference from 
last year is having other guys step 
up into new roles; it has been fun 
to watch our team grow close and 
different players grow into new 
spots on the team.”
 Campbell also reiterated the 

special bond that this team seems 
to possess, saying “The team 
chemistry has improved a lot this 
year.”  Both players understand 
that the team will obtain much 
more success if they are all 
together rather than on their own.
  As for their goals this season, 
they both stated that they 
are aiming at another state 
championship.  They understand 
that, given last years success, this 
season will undoubtedly go down 
as a state championship or bust.
  The bar has been set high for the 
season, and with every other team 
seeking to take down the reigning 
champs, they know nothing will 
come easily.  This doesn’t faze 
them, though, as they know they 
have the level of talent and work 
ethic needed to repeat as state 
champs.
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      Softball season is in full swing, 
and all the players are ready for 
another amazing year. The team lost 
no seniors from the previous year, 
and all the returners are continuing 
to build on what they had been 
working on last season. With a few 
new freshmen additions, the girls are 
confident in this team’s potential.
   The team has been prepping 
for this season since the start of 
this year’s school year, working 
with Coach Hazel in the weight 
room on building their strength for 
the upcoming season. Now that 
season has started, and the girls 
are practicing regularly, their focus 
remains on continuing to improve as 
a whole.
  A big thing they have been working 
on in practice is separating the 
infielders and outfielders to work on 
their positions. During practice the 
players divide into positions with the 
infielders (first base, second base, 
third base, and shortstop) working 
with one coach while the outfielders 

Staff Softball Team Seeking Success 
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TAYLOR FLESCH
Staff Reporter

(left fielder, right fielder, and 
center fielder) work with another. 
This helps the girls focus on their 
individual positions and improve 
their techniques. 
  Communication is also a huge 
part of the team’s success. 
Sophomore Emily Barnaba said, 
“working together on the field and 
communicating is a huge part of 
what makes this team successful and 
continuing to practice will only help 
strengthen us as a whole.”
   The team captains are Susie 
Borda, Sammy Reele, Paige 
Rivas, and Peyton Rivas. All four 
of these girls have decided to 
continue playing the game they 
love in college. Susie Borda, will 
continue on at UNC Wilmington, 
Sammy Reele is heading to Western 
Carolina, and Coastal Carolina has 
gained not one, but two cougars-
Paige and Peyton Rivas. 
   The team’s biggest rival is the 
Marvin Ridge Mavericks. When 
they play each other it is always a 
close intense game. However; the 

girls are not afraid of a challenge 
and are constantly pushing 
themselves. The team has already 
played Marvin once this season but 
lost in the extra innings. However; 
the season is far from over, and 
the girls are excited to redeem 
themselves.
  Although they have had some 
challenges this year. Their head 
coach, coach Murphy had to leave 
due to personal reasons.However, 
that hasn’t stopped the team from 
working non stop to give it all they 
got.  So far, the team is off to a 
great start and they are all looking 
forward to another great season of 
the sport they love.
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Baseball Team Takes on Adversity

LUCY MARTIN
Staff Reporter

Baseball, one of the numerous 
spring sports Charlotte 
Catholic has to offer, has just 
begun its season. As they 
practice hard, supporters of 
the team hope the boys have 
an amazing year.
  Mr. Christmas, the Charlotte 
Catholic baseball coach, 
shares his opinion on the 
season’s beginning. He said, 
“we can definitely work 
harder to become a better 
team.” He added, “In my 
opinion, I think what the team 
needs is to be more consistent 
with everything they do.”
  Mr. Christmas hopes that 
the team will improve as 
the season continues. He 
said, “my biggest goal this 
year is that the kids keep 
getting better.” He also 

said, “I really want them to 
keeping improving and I 
hope that they never give up 
on themselves because they 
are all very talented baseball 
players.”
  Luke Taylor, a junior player 
on Charlotte Catholic’s 
baseball team, shares what 
the team did to prepare 
themselves for the season. 
He said, “every Tuesday and 
Thursday, the team would 
go down to the weight room 
to lift weights.” He added, 
“being in shape is important if 
you want to do your best.”
  Since the games have 
recently started, Luke, who 
plays pitcher, also shares what 
he thinks he could work on to 
be an even better player. He 
said, “this year, I am trying to 

use more of my body when I 
pitch.” He added, “Another 
thing I want to work on is 
using the entire field when I 
hit.”
  Though the couagars 
are excited for what is to 
come this season, so far it 
has not started off so well. 
Luke shares what he thinks 
the teams strengths and 
weaknesses are. He said, 
“Our pitching is doing really 
good, but I think we need to 
do better offensively.” He 
added, “If we want to win 
these games, we need to work 
on hitting and focus more on 
offense.”
In conclusion, Charlotte 
Catholic’s baseball team, 
though starting off with a 
rough season, has a lot of 

potential to become better 
throughout the year. Players, 
parents, and fans anticipate 
the greatness they will soon 
bring to the baseball field.
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College Admission Stats Come to Catholic
LAUREN KAUFMANN
Staff Reporter
  Now that fourth quarter has 
arrived, students are thinking about 
their next year of school. Rising 
seniors have the college application 
experience to look forward to, which 
is often a daunting experience for 
students.
   Isabela Ceely, a senior, had an un-
usual application process compared 
to most students. “Because I’m ap-
plying outside of the US, I realized 
that they didn’t use CommonApp, 
instead I used UCAS, and I didn’t 
totally understand that whole process 
and they didn’t have a good help 
service,” said Ceely.         
    CommonApp is a website for 
students that aids in application, and 
UCAS is the European version of 
it. Surrounded by counselors and 
students who have been accustomed 
to CommonApp, Ceely’s application 
experience was more intense than 
most.
  Two students who applied within 

the US had different struggles.
 Ben Frondorf was surprised by the 
intensity of essays. “The amount of 
pressure on the essays was the most 
surprising part of it all, it takes hours 
of editing for just one   essay.” 
    Sarah Sullivan felt similarly, 
and was shocked by how much 
potential colleges would want from 
applicants. “I did not realize how 
much colleges were really going 
to want from me, I thought you 
attached your transcript and essay 
and were done, but they want so 
much more from you”. 
Student’s opinions varied on the 

easiest and hardest parts. Sullivan 
said that, “The easiest part was figur-
ing out which schools I actually 
wanted to go to, the hardest part was 
definitely how tedious it was”. Fron-
dorf had an inverse attitude. He said 
that the easiest was filling out appli-
cations, and the hardest was figuring 
out which schools he was seriously 
interested in.
    Even though all three students 
have different various goals and 
obviously different experiences, they 
all agree on how tedious and tiring 
the process is. Ceely said “Before I 
could get any of my recommenda-

tions i had to do the survey that the 
school gives out. It’s a very tiring 
survey,” and Sullivan noted, “For 
applications I had to write one essay, 
then a bunch more essays for indi-
vidual colleges”.
Each student had a different expe-
rience going into the application 
process. Ceely said that she was well 
prepared by out of school programs. 
“I applied to summer programs, and 
that process helped a lot”.
    Sullivan said, “I was walking with 
a blindfold on. I did not know what 
to expect.” However, Ben was not 
the first of his siblings to go to col-
lege. “With my brothers experience 
I had an idea of what I was going 
into,” he said.
Now that the processes of 
applications and touring are over for 
these students, they are all excited 
for college, whether it’s across the 
pond or a car ride away.
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Seniors Superlatives Stir up Conversation
EMMA GATEWOOD
Staff Reporter
    Senior superlatives are a tradition at 
Charlotte Catholic. It is an opportunity 
for the seniors to select classmates that 
they feel best fit certain categories. 
Two seniors, a boy and a girl, are 
chosen for each superlative. These 
categories include Best All Around, 
Best Artist, Most Sarcastic, Most 
Likely to be Sent to Mr. Belk, and 
many more.
   The winners of “Best Couple” were 
Kelley Rossitch and Matthew Bohmer. 
According to Rossitch, the two were 
proud to be nominated. They have been 
dating for almost three and a half years 
and were excited that their classmates 
chose them.
  Paige and Peyton Rivas won the 
“Most Likely to Stay BFFs” for the 
senior girls. They said that they were 
excited because they really are best 
friends. Peyton Rivas said, “I want to 
have Paige by my side through thick 
and thin.”
  Emma Kuhn, who won “Best All 
Around,” was also happy about her 
nomination. She said, “I was 

so touched when I heard about my 
superlative. It made me so happy and I 
felt really loved and special. I did not 
think I was going to win at all and it 
was so sweet being nominated.”
  Ari Rodriguez was nominated by 
his classmates for “Most Likely to 
be Famous.” He said, “I was excited 
because winning a superlative was 
always a dream of mine since freshman 
year.” When asked if he agreed with 
his classmates’ decisions about his 
becoming famous, he added, “If it is 
God’s intention that it happens I will 
be grateful.”
  Isabel Crowe, who was voted “Best 
Smile” for the girls, was thrilled and 
surprised about her nomination. She 
said, “I was super excited about my 
superlative. It’s awesome how kind 
my classmates are.” When asked 
about her opinion on the superlative 
process, Crowe replied, “I do like the 
idea and the process of choosing senior 
superlatives. It’s really cool seeing 
how supportive the 2019 class is to 
everyone.”

  Mary Amico was also surprised 
by her nomination. She said, “I was 
surprised, but excited when I won 
“Most Involved.” Winning was 
unexpected!” Amico is also on the 
yearbook staff, and she added, “This 
year, the yearbook staff went digital 
for superlative voting, and I think that 
was a great idea! It made voting easier 
and as a member of the staff, I can 
certainly say it made counting votes 
easier as well.”
  Most people like the superlative 
process and have ideas for more that 
“I think you should add back the old 
ones so that there are more superlatives 
or some like “Most Likely to be Tardy” 
or “Biggest Kiss-Up.” Other ideas 
included “Best Hair,” “Best Looking,” 
and “Most Likely to go to Jail.” 
  Overall, the majority of seniors enjoy 
voting for their classmates for senior 
superlatives and think it is a fun and 
exciting process. Many people were 
surprised about their nomination, but 
they were also excited to find out what 
their classmates think of them.

could be added. Rossitch had some 
ideas for the yearbook staff, she said,
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ones so that there are more superlatives 
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Maura Streppa Srikes a Chord With New Music

BEN FRONDORF
Staff Reporter

    Students at Charlotte Catholic 
take on a wide variety of 
extracurricular activities outside 
of school hours.  These typically 
range from sports to different 
clubs and to jobs to earn extra 
funds.  However, one student, a 
senior at Catholic has elevated 
that practice to new heights by 
releasing a successful album 
on the music streaming service 
Spotify.  And her name is Maura 
Streppa. 
  Maura has been involved with 
music since her early childhood.  
She cites her father as a major 
influence, “My dad was extremely 
influential in my music life - 
showing me how to work a reel to 
reel and spending many nights just 
listening to vinyl.” She said. 
  Streppa attempted several 
different activities but always 
found music as her foremost 
talent.  She brought her musical 
talent to Catholic and joined choir 

in her freshman year and Honors 
Women’s Choir in her sophomore 
year.  
  Developing her talent, Streppa 
began to write her own songs and 
decided to make an album.  Using 
her connections at School of 
Rock, her job at the time, Streppa 
was able to come into contact 
with a manager named Mark 
Cunningham who was responsible 
for finding the singer Ruth B.  
After going to Nashville and 
meeting with some professional 
song writers, Streppa wrote 
around 20 songs and impressed 
Cunningham so much, that he
contacted a producer and attorney 
and decided to work with Streppa. 
  Streppa released the album on 
her label, Bleed Hound Records, 
on March 8th, 2019 to wide 
success.  According to Streppa, 
“Most of my listeners are from 
the US, but I have listeners in 
Australia, Indonesia, Germany, 

Netherlands, Brazil, Switzerland, 
Turkey, South Africa, Spain, 
Malaysia, and many more.”  
The album takes its name from 
the lead song, “Battle Cry” and 
focuses on themes of youth 
empowerment and bettering the 
world for the future.  So far, the 
album has achieved over 5,000 
streams since release. 
  Streppa has been influenced from 
several different singers, genres 
and ideals.  Her song 
“Battle Cry” was 
inspired by Adele 
and Amy Winehouse 
while her other hit 
song, “Empire” has 
a more pop music 
quality.  
  Streppa has decided 
to make music her 
career, and now that 
her first commercial 
success has been 
released, she has 

become more motivated than ever.  
To further her career, Streppa 
plans to study Commercial Music 
with an emphasis in vocals at 
Belmont University in the fall. 
“I’m excited for the opportunities 
I’ll have in the Music City,” she 
said.  With a student population 
as diverse as Charlotte Catholic’s, 
students can point to a variety of 
accomplishments, and Streppa in 
an impressive addition. 
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Students Debate Varsity Art and Chorus 

RACHEL DEROCHI
Staff Reporter
One of the most iconic sweatshirts 
of the Charlotte Catholic 
apparel are the red varsity 
sweatshirts. Most are familiar 
with these sweatshirts, the hooded 
sweatshirts with a white stripe 
across the front that say “Varsity” 
with the name of the sport. If you 
have earned a spot on a varsity 
team, you receive one of these 
sweatshirts and can wear it to 
school or any other occasion you 
want. 
  Recently, some students have 
seen something devastating 
running through the Charlotte 
Catholic hallways, commons 
area, cafeteria, and library: an 
insult to all of the Varsity sports 
at Catholic. What students have 
been seeing are other students 
wearing varsity sweatshirts that 
say “Varsity Art” and “Varsity 
Chorus.” 
My heart sinks just thinking of 
those words.

  There are two types of 
extracurricular activities available 
at Charlotte Catholic: athletics 
and the arts. I think that we should 
keep these categories separate. 
   I know that all of these people 
work hard, but varsity athletes 
work especially hard to not 
only have a fun and competitive 
experience, but to get those varsity 
sweatshirts. Owning one of these 
sweatshirts is a privilege. In order 
to be on a varsity team, you must 
keep yourself in shape all year, 
regularly practice your sport of 
choice, get good grades, and keep 
your school behavior squeaky 
clean. Since the athletes work very 
hard for sports, it’s hard to watch 
someone wave a paint brush or 
stay on key for a song be called a 
“varsity” student. 
  I am not trying to be derogatory 
to these artists, because they are 
nothing but extremely talented and 
hard working. My only question 

is, why should they get the same 
rewards that 
athletes get? If the administration 
wants everyone to have the exact 
same stuff, then maybe all of the 
varsity sports players should get 
five point credit too! 
   I can speak for most students at 
Charlotte Catholic High School 
that our hard working athletes 
would want their own rewards 
in return for everything that they 
do. I’m not saying that the honors 
art and chorus students shouldn’t 
get anything, because they get 
their own rewards for their many 
talents, as they should. They 
just definitely should not dilute 
the pleasure of the athletes who 
express themselves with their 
sweatshirts just so everything is 
“fair”. 
  In conclusion, honors chorus and 
art students should not be called 
varsity, nor wear art or chorus 
varsity sweatshirts, because 

that simply doesn’t make sense. 
Students of every extracurricular 
activity should be able to express 
themselves without other people 
trying to get on their wave. 
That’s why I think that varsity 
sweatshirts should only be 
available to actual varsity athletes. 

Musical Made to Amaze
MARGARET SIZELAND
Staff Reporter
  The Charlotte Catholic spring musical 
is an event the student body waits for 
every year with bated breath, and this 
year is no exception. Opening night for 
Joseph and the Technicolour Dreamcoat 
is less than a week away, and 
sophomore Katie Lobdell says, “I’m 
nerv-cited. It’s like, I’m super excited 
for all our hard work to get shown off, 
but I’m also nervous that it won’t be as 
good as we can make it.” 
  This years’ cast is less than twenty 
people, but these talented actors and 
actresses have more than thirty-five 
shows under their belt all together. This 
experience informs their performances, 
but more importantly, it informs how 
they all feel about each other. 
Freshman Kelly Cox is preaching to the 
choir when she says, “All of us know 
what kind of show we want to put on by 
now. There’s nobody who’s confused 
or left behind- we make sure to pick 
everyone up. That’s what’s going to 
make the show the best version of 
itself.”
  Since Joseph relies on the Brothers’ 
ensemble to drive the first conflict and 
the resolution, the band of actors must 
both work as a cohesive unit and all be 

notable characters in their own right- 
a difficult task even for professional 
actors. According to sophomore Liz 
Trumphower, playing Joseph’s brother 
Napthali, this group is spot on. “The 
cast is amazing. They’re so supportive, 
and we all work really hard to make 
sure that we are consistent, so we’ll be 
consistent in the show.”
  The actors are not the only major 
moving piece to any production, though, 
and director Mr. Marcus Riter says that 
he “chose Joseph for the design concept, 
so all our aesthetic choices are very bold 
and specific.” With the technical theatre 
class finished building the set, one can 
see what he means. A large patchwork 
quilt-like mural acts as the focal point 
while surrounded by exposed wiring 
and dangling lights- almost like a 
bohemian den. Mr. Riter says that “this 
was a distinct choice in the aesthetic 
of the production, because we wanted 
to reflect Joseph’s down-to-earth 
personality and how he stays grounded 
as everything changes around him.”
The cast and crew are still making slight 
changes to the production while in 
dress rehearsal, but they feel no major 
shifts need to be made. “We’ve been 

perfecting this product since January- 
and of course we’re still chipping away 
at the iceberg- but we’re sure that not 
much is gonna change between now and 
[April 11th],” says senior Jack Mullin. 
One heavy presence in the cast and 
crew, though, is the hope for a Blumey 
nomination. The Blumey Awards, 
otherwise known as “the Tonys of 
Charlotte high school theatre,” is an 
awards ceremony sponsored by the 
Blumenthal family in order to recognize 
musical theatre talent in Charlotte area 
schools. 
   The awards categories go from Best 
Student Orchestra to Best Costume 
Creation-- but the two prized categories 
are Best Individual Performances 
(encompassing Best Actor, Best Actress, 
Best Supporting Actor, Best Supporting 
Actress,and Best Featured Performer 
awards) and Best Musical.
 Charlotte Catholic has not been entered 
as a possible nomination since the 
2009 production of Godspell, but Mr. 
Riter says, “we are looking to be in the 
running in every category. I don’t see 
any reason we wouldn’t be.” 
As the cast and crew count off the 
days until their premiere, anticipation 

is building higher and higher. Lobdell 
commented, “I’m not scared, but I 
feel like I should be, and that’s what’s 
making me nervous. It’s the static 
energy.” Hopefully, that static energy 
will result in a lightning strike of luck 
for this production. Performances of 
Joseph and the Technicolour Dreamcoat 
will run from April 11th to the 13th. 
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Cougars Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day

ETHAN SCOTT
Staff Reporter
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     This past weekend was St. 
Patrick’s Day, the date was 
Sunday March 17th.  Many 
people who live in the United 
States of America celebrate this 
holiday by wearing the color 
green, going to parades, telling 
tall tales of leprechauns, and 
going out for drinks.
  St. Patrick’s day started out as a 
religious holiday celebrating the 
life of St. Patrick and the arrival 
of Christianity in Ireland.  This 
specific day is St. Patrick’s feast 
day his death was believed to be 
on March 17th, 461 A.D.  
  In Ireland, this day became an 
official public holiday in 1903.  
When the Irish came to The 
United States of America, they 
were so proud of their heritage 
that they started celebrating 
with parades, alcohol, and the 
color green.  Then, the Irish was 
inspired by Irish-Americans that 

they started to adopt the same 
traditions.
  For example, Ireland throws a 
St. Patrick’s day parade, many 
people go out for alcoholic 
drinks, people wear green, draw 
shamrocks on faces, and eat 
corned beef and cabbage.
  Some traditions that the Irish 
use for their kids include dying 
the toilets green with green dye, 
leaving chocolate coins around 
the house, and setting leprechauns 
around the house.
  The legend of the leprechaun 
and his pot of gold came from 

Irish folklore, the first recorded 
mention of the leprechaun came 
from the word luchorpán,meaning 
“little body.”  
  The significance of corned beef 
and cabbage came from when 
Irish Americans in the 19th 
century were mostly poor. The 
most affordable meat available 
was corned beef, and cabbage 
because it was a spring vegetable 
and affordable.
  The significance of alcoholic 
beverages came from the fact that 
the Irish loved to drink beer at 
pubs specifically Guinness, a type 

of beer.
  The significance of the parade 
comes from Irish Americans 
and their love to celebrate their 
heritage.  New York hosted the 
first parade in 1762, and then 
Ireland followed.
  The significance of shamrocks 
come from the Legend that St. 
Patrick used the three-leaved 
shamrock to explain the Christian 
Holy Trinity.

  St. Patrick’s Day is also 
considered a day of national pride 
for the Irish community.

  Junior, Erin Arthur said, “Since 
my dad’s birthday was on Saint 
Patrick’s day, I spent the day with 
him and my step brothers and 
sisters at lunch, and it was very 
laid back.”  She celebrates St. 
Patrick’s day by wearing green 
and wearing leprechaun clothing.


